Professional Ethics and Conduct Online Exercises 

The word count is 150 words per week NOT PER QUESTION Answers can be brief and in dot points 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Week 3 
Principles, Concepts and Theories
1.How does Hedonism and Egoism apply today? 




2.Can you think of public figures who espouse features of Hedonism and Egoism? In my view some public figures espouse both? 


3.Have you ever experienced either of these in your workplace? If yes explain how? If no explain why? 


Analyse the following case study and consider: 
CASE STUDY 

· Barry is a professional person with no prior convictions.  
· One evening  Barry is at a hotel when approached by two men in plain clothes. They tell him they are police officers and a man of his description has been dealing drugs in the hotel. They ask him to step outside and submit to a search.
· He objects that they have given no proof of identity and he has done nothing wrong. 
· Under protest he does as requested. No drugs are found.  Barry tries to re-enter the bar to finish his drink but is told to go home. He persists in trying to re-enter the bar and is charged with assault on a police officer.
· Barry is placed on a good behaviour bond.  He considers an appeal but is deterred by cost and the uncertain prospects of success.
· Barry pleads not guilty. The magistrate finds the charge proven because two police have given corroborative evidence and “their years of experience make their evidence reliable”.
· Barry is placed on a good behaviour bond.  He considers an appeal but is deterred by cost and the uncertain prospects of success.

1.What are the ethical issues 

2.The applicability of the theories of 
	•Stoicism 
	•Virtue ethics 
	•Hedonism 
	•Egoism 





Week 4 
Racial Profiling  as an Ethical Issue 
READ THE FOLLOWING AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/victoria-police-officially-prohibits-racial-profiling-20150923-gjt6bt.html#ixzz45ZpRZ9H8 (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.

1.Using a Utilitarian Framework,  what justifications for racial profiling might be put forward by its advocates?




2.Can those justifications be ethically sustained. Think also about possible Utilitarian objections and their validity.



3.Now turning to Deontology, what stance would you think a deontologist might take on this issue.  



4.Does either one theory or the other help you more to argue your own response to this issue?




Week 5 
The concept of “Noble cause” corruption
1.The critical question for consideration is whether Noble Cause Corruption is ever ethically justifiable, given the obligation of police to uphold the law, the violation of due process standards which are a bulwark of our criminal justice system, and the capacity for erosion of public confidence in the administration of the law.

2.Notwithstanding the populist appeal of Dirty Harry, how would Deontology, Rawls Theory of Justice, or Virtue Ethics interpret this form of conduct?

3.What is your own position?






Week 6 
The detentionn of mentally impaired people in prisons
WATCH THE FOLLOWING VIDEOS AND ANSWER THE FOLLWING QUESTIONS 
· http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2015/s4271739.htm
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBa8-Ch-FCQ&spfreload=10
· http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2014/s3962167.htm

1.How does the detention of mentally impaired people in prisons compare to relevant laws or other human rights provisions? What should be done to address current gaps between management practice and best practice standards of care?





2.What theories help with an analysis of the detention of mentally impaired people in prison?










Week 8 
Australia’s offshore processing of asylum seekers
In February 2016, the High Court ruled by majority decision that the offshore processing of asylum seekers was lawful. Despite its legality, the policy of offshore processing continues to be ethically controversial. It is made more complex by the fact that much of the media coverage pursues a particular point of view. 

1.What are the ethical issues involved and how well does current policy respond to those issues? In your answer you should make reference to relevant international human rights instruments to which Australia is a signatory.



2. What theories best explain Australia's position? And can they help justify such a position






Week 9
Public Policy and Legislation 
READ THE FOLLOWING AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 
Background

· The UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights Article 10 states that:

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations, and of any criminal charge against him.

· Article 11(2)  adds that:

No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or omission which did not constitute a penal offence….at the time it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal offence was committed.

· Section 27 of the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 also provides that:

  (2)     A penalty must not be imposed on any person for a criminal offence that is greater than the penalty that applied to the offence when it was committed. 
Scenario

· Garry David was a prisoner in the Victorian prison system until his death in custody in July 1993.
· His mother was alcoholic and from the age of four he spent most of his life in orphanages, boys’ homes or youth training centres.
· At age 11 Garry committed various offences  and at 13 he was diagnosed with psychopathic traits.  He was in psychiatric hospitals on 8 occasions between 1976 (age 22) and 1984.
· Amongst other things he began self-mutilating during this period, including swallowing razor blades and corrosive liquids.  He also cut off parts of his ears and injured his genitals.
· In 1982 Garry was imprisoned for 14 years for the attempted murder of three people, during a robbery at s pizza restaurant. The aim of the robbery appears to have been to draw police into a shootout.
· One police officer and the pizza shop proprietor were both injured seriously.
· In prison Garry wrote several papers including one which spoke of committing massacres on release. They were always described in the most graphic and gruesome terms. 
· In January 1990 he was declared mentally ill but successfully appealed against this diagnosis. 
· Subsequently, te Victorian Government faced the problem of what to do with him and they sought to keep him in prison indefinitely by passage of special legislation, the Community Protection Act 1990.  This was specifically designed to give the Supreme Court the power to hold him in preventive detention.
· Garry was reported to be highly intelligent but he had a long history of responding to even minor frustrations with violence, damage to property and self-harm
· He committed suicide in prison by swallowing razor blades, which led to peritonitis. 
· In New South Wales a similar act was passed in an attempt to enforce similar preventative controls in respect of another prisoner Gregory Kable, sentenced to five years for the manslaughter of his wife. Later, Kable got an additional 16 months prison for sending threatening letters out from the prison.
· The NSW introduced the Community Protections Act 1994 which Kable unsuccessfully challenged in the NSW Court of Appeal, but he was ultimately successful when he appealed again and the Australian High Court ruled the legislation unconstitutional.

1.Was the legislation fair and just?
· Think about the following theories
· What form might a utilitarian response take?
· What are the issues from a deontological point of view?
· Does Rawls theory of Justice have anything useful to contribute to the debate?
· What about the ethics of care?

2.Which theory(s) gives you the best understanding of this issue? Explain why



3.What would you have done?




Week 10
Over-representations of Aboriginal peoples in the criminal Justice System 
WATCH THE VIDEO AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 
http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2014/s4118422.htm 

1.What do you think the answers are to this 

2.What can society do? 

3.What can the criminal justice system, police, courts corrections and other services do? 

4.What are the impediments to your suggestions

5.What theories help you understand 







Week 11 
WATCH THE FOLLOWING VIDEOS AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HcyPJXb6z6I 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6Mxmphccu4 
1.Using a Utilitarian Framework,  what justifications are there for holding such a large number of unconvicted or unsentenced prisoners?



2.Can those justifications be ethically sustained, either in general or in more limited specific circumstances.  (eg prior history of absconding on bail, or of committing offences while on bail)




3.Think also about possible Utilitarian objections and their validity.



4.Now turning to Deontology and to Rawls’ Theory of Justice, do these offer helpful ethical pointers to addressing the problem.  


5.Finally, where should the balance lie between public safety and the rights of unconvicted persons to be treated as innocent?


6.Do such human rights instruments and the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political rights, and other conventions of agreements offer useful insights into addressing this issue?

